Red Bank Approves Ordinance Removing Lot Size for Raising Chickens



RED BANK, TN (Tuesday, February 21, 2023) – At the Red Bank Commission meeting on Tuesday, February 21, the City’s Commissioners voted unanimously to remove the lot size requirement for residents desiring to raise chickens on their property.  Prior to this recent action, residents were required to have at least one-half acre of property to be eligible to have chickens.  

Red Bank originally mandated that the resident’s property size was at least two acres or more to raise any type of farm animal in the city.  In 2021, the Commissioners worked with the Animal Control Department to change the ordinance to require only one-half acre to raise chickens only.  To qualify, residents must live in an area that the property was zoned R1 or R1A.  

After Tuesday’s meeting, the final reading of the new ordinance was approved, eliminating the one-half acre lot size requirement.  However, residents must meet the new set back standard of placing the chicken coops at least 25 feet from the rear property line and 25 feet on each side of the property line.  

Additional requirements for those requesting to raise chickens in Red Bank include living in a zone R1 or R1A area, passing inspection of the property on a yearly basis and an annual renewal of the permit.  Residents will have the option of disposing the chicken waste either by compost with odor control or double-bagging the waste in 3-millimeter bags capable of holding up to 10 pounds.  The sanitation department will pick up the bags.  
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